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Message

Message

Ramesh Singh
Country Director
CARE Bangladesh

There is already a rich repository of knowledge and lessons learned available nationally and internationally that suggests in order
to achieve SDGs and to sustain the gains, it is critical to achieve nutrition targets. Given this context, the strategic leadership
provided by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Bangladesh National Nutrition Council (BNNC) is commendable. However,
geographical remoteness, poverty, livelihood and food insecurity, low literacy and frequent natural shocks entrap families in cyclical
poverty which disproportionately impacts on women and girls’ access to nutrition and health services. Thus it is extremely important
to recognize context-specific challenges and gender aspects within nutrition discourse, strategies, policies and practices.

As nutrition related issues are diverse and complex, they demand comprehensive multi-sectoral response from different stakeholders
including the government, private sectors, NGOs and communities. In this context, multi-sectoral approach such as the Multi-
Sectoral Nutrition Coordination Committee at sub-national level has a huge potential to offer strategic window of opportunities
for collective response; informed by innovative participatory approaches, best practices and evidence generated from the work of
different organizations including CARE. Nilphamari- the low land, flooded by water for around six months a year — faces range of
challenges, from communication to access to health care, livelihoods, water, sanitation, hygiene and so forth.

As a result, achieving nutrition outcomes remains a huge challenge. Nevertheless, various efforts are underway to address the
situation. In this context, the leadership from the Bangladesh Government, especially, the District and the SubDistrict Nutrition
Coordination Committees (DNCC a UNCC), have been truly inspiring in promoting the multi-sectoral approaches to nutrition. As
part of this effort, CARE Bangladesh and other stakeholders have also contributed to the process of coming up with the first ever
“Participatory Multi-sectoral District Annual Nutrition Plan 2019-2020".

The evidence generated from this initiative will prove vital to derive learning and offer opportunities for potential replication in other
parts of Bangladesh and beyond. | hereby express my deep appreciation and respect to the BNCC, DNCC and UNCC for taking the
initiative of developing the Annual Nutrition Plan. | strongly believe such initiatives undertaken by the Bangladesh Government and
complemented by the development actors, civil society and media will have significant and more importantly sustainable positive
impacts in achieving nutrition outcomes in Rangpur and beyond.

Amidst the current global crisis from the Ukraine conflict, now, more than ever, there is an urgent need for more coordination to
ensure food security and, thereby, the national nutrition status. It is imperative that we are more vigilant in further increasing our
efforts to ensure that all the gains in the national nutrition sector from the previous years are not upset due to the current conflict.
JANO project offers the perfect platform for concentrating the actions of all the right peers, stakeholders, and Government platforms
to work towards the common goal of enriching the national nutrition status.

(R

Ramesh Singh
Country Director
CARE Bangladesh

Kabita Bose
Country Director
Plan International Bangladesh

| would like to extend my profound gratitude and appreciation to all the consortium members of the Joint Action for Nutrition
Outcomes (JANO) project for their contribution to the publication of the district-wise integrated “Annual Nutrition Action Plan” for
the period 2021 to 2022 (July 2021 — June 2022). We are thankful to the Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Rangpur and Nilphamari
districts and other members of the District Nutrition Committee (DNCC) for their keenness, leadership and support for the timely and
effective implementation of the JANO project.

JANO embraces a multi-sectoral approach and is collaborating with the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) at the national, regional
and local levels, to support the effective implementation of the National Plan of Action for Nutrition (NPAN-2). Funded by the
European Union and co-funded by the Austrian Development Cooperation, the project’s goal is to contribute to ending malnutrition
among children under five, together with addressing the nutritional needs of pregnant and lactating women and adolescent girls.
Starting from September 2018, Plan International Bangladesh and our partner Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) have
been working along with the consortium lead CARE to implement the project in Rangpur and Nilphamari districts. Our work is leading
towards good governance in the nutrition system from top to bottom.

JANO activities are centered around adolescent and youth because their engagement is key to the proper functioning of the
governance system around nutrition sector in the country. As an organization focusing on girls and youth, Plan International
Bangladesh is deeply investing in empowering youth within this system. In Bangladesh, one-third of our population are youth and
they hold the key to the rapid development and growth of the country. It is our duty to contribute to their nutrition, health, sexual and
reproductive health rights, and mental health. It is also our duty to collaborate with the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) in achieving
the long-term goals laid out in NPAN-2. We believe youth engagement is essential to realising these goals, and | am hopeful that
the JANO project is on the path to success.

}%"““ :

Kabita Bose
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